Environment

If these projects go ahead, extre
environmental damage will certain
occur, as the military government
historically practiced a policy of co
plete disregard for ecosystems, bio
versity and the migratory paths
important species. Even the small '*
change to delicate ecosystems sucl
these can cause a long series of unjii
dictable changes, forcing villagers to adapt thla‘mstyles impossibly
quickly, causing starvation and disease among thpnable to adapt.
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Impact of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transport Transit Project

¥ Mass destruction of mangrove f
ests and shrimp farms along 1
Arakan coast and in the river es
ary

¥ Extermination of numerous bent

essential sources of food, throuc =
out the Kaladan River system ;

¥ Widespread deforestation to mé ,
way for river expansion and the highway

Impact of Hydroelectric Dams

¥ Blocking the access of fish species to the oceash tanspawning
grounds, leading to the depletion of fish stockd amentually extinc-
tion

¥ Degrading natural habitats
altering river currents al
decreasing oxygen level
encouraging superﬂum
weed and algae growth

¥ Causing trees and plant Ii.s-."
to rot in the newly made rez:"
ervoir, creating and releasirfg
massive amounts of greenhouse gases

¥ Flooding ® Due to poor planning, similar projeotshe past have re-
sulted in the destruction of thousands of homemduhe rainy season
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Furthermore, Arakan and Chin States are home to/readangered species
such as tigers, elephants, gibbons, rhinocerosesbitis, and Arakan forest
turtlesNthe latter two of which are close to extiion.

Our Aim

On behalf of all people from Arakan and Chin Statke ARN aims to pro-

tect regional ecosystems from deterioration andeethe destruction of
habitats that are home to endangered species. Memeae endeavour to
bring an end to the persistent abuse inflictedrenpgeople of Arakan as a
result of development projects that only empowet anrich BurmaOs op-
pressive military regime.

What can you do?

Please support us and all those that are suffeighg now in Burma by tak-

ing action. Contacting the ARN could be your fissép towards making a
big change to millions of lives. The ARN aims totmard through all forms
of advocacy from petitions to demonstrations. Tfegseour most important
assets are the people who will support us. Pleaséngolved- Contact us
now at: arakanrivers@gmail.com or info@arakanrivessor visit our web-

site at: www.arakanrivers.net

Recommendations to the media

In order to give a voice to the affected commusiiie Western Burma and
to ensure that an unbiased overview of these pgsofn be communicated
worldwide, we recommend that all domestic and maéonal media outlets:

¥ Follow the development of the Kaladan Multi-Modahfsit Transport
Project throughout and endeavour to keep the Buena®d interna-
tional community informed of all its implications.

The ARN will continue to meticulously monitor theojects and their im-
pacts so it can supply the media with up-to-daferination upon request.
Contact us now at: arakanrivers@gmail.com or infes®anrivers.net

Our Vision
We envisage a future where the people of Arakare he knowledge and

the right to protect their rivers from destructi@mjoying full sovereignty
over their main sources of food and means of travel

Contact Us
ARN Phone: + 66 (0) 55506618
P.O Box - 135 Emails: arakanrivers@gmail.coon
Mae Sot info@arakanrivers.net
Tak-63110 www.arakanrivers.net
Thailand
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In recent years, a number of projects h= -
been planned to commercially expl
rivers in  western BurmaOs Aral
(Rakhine) State. These projects
bring in more revenue for the countr
ruling military junta while devastating t
natural environment, severely dama
local livelihoods and contributing to hf.o o e
man rights abuses. Among these projm
are the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Pebjand the Laymro hy-
droelectric dam. Between them, these projects Havegotential to devas-
tate the lives of millions of civilians who have power to approve or reject
such developments in a country without democracy.

Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project

On 2" April, 2008 the Indian govern-
ment signed an agreement with the Bur-

B mese military junta for the Kaladan
iy \ Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project.
a: The project will connect eastern Indian
Y seaports with the seaport in Arakan

Bay of Bengal StateOs capital, Site-tway (Sittwe). It will

then link Site-tway to the landlocked

area of Mizoram in north-eastern India
via river and road transport. The project is didideto three main phases,
the first and second of which are to begin befbesend of 2009.

Phase 1 - Development of Site-tway port to handle the fatimcrease in
shipping levels.

Phase 2 B Dredging of 225km of the Kaladan River betweda-Svay and
Setpyitpyin (Kaletwa) in Chin State, where anotteeminal will be built.

Phase 3 B Construction of a 62 km highway between Setpyitfigaletwa)
and the Mizoram border.



India has committed $110 million and will run theject primarily through
the Inland Water Authority of India (IWAI). The jtan has promised free
land for the development and will also contribute0 $nillion. All three
phases of the project are expected to be compistétay 2012.

Hydropower Projects

The Burmese regime has begun cf
struction on three hydropower develd:
ments in Arakan State and has plansf
one more. If expectations are met, ©
estimated 691 megawatts of electric
will be produced and either exported |
neighbouring countries or used by t=
Burmese military. s

The large majority of this power will come from aoposed hydroelectric
dam on the Laymro River. The dam will be built bjpeal company, Shwe
Taung Ltd. and is expected to produce
approximately 500 MW of power. Ne-
gotiations are still incomplete, but the
B\ Bangladesh government looks set to
W4 sign a deal with Shwe Taung Ltd. for
any surplus electricity. Judging from
previous projects, it is almost certain
that any electricity produced and not
% exported will be used solely to power

military infrastructure and for other
projects in the region such as the Shwe Gas P@elin

The remaining 191 MW of power will come from threther hydropower
developments: Sai Dun (70 MW), Thah Htay Chaundl (W) and Ann

Chaung (10 MW). All three projects are currenthydar construction and
are expected to be operational within the nextyeuars.

Developments that Devastate Livelihoods

The large majority of Arakal
StateOs estimated 4 million inh
tants live in rural areas, and m
have never had electricity in th
homes. These people make tF.
livings from fishing and farmln*‘f
and rely heavily on the Kaladan a -
Laymro rivers for both. As well &
the two riversO importance for fic =
ing, over 85 % of Arakan Statee o4
cultivated farmland (primarily paddy) is locatedmd their vaIIeys More-
over, due to a lack of good roads, the trade irh isth and agricultural
products in the region is dependent on the uskesfet waterways.

If these projects go ahead, thousands
of people will be forced to drastically
adapt their lives without any com-
pensation or assistance from the au-

rivers will result in the destruction of

thousands of acres of cultivated land,
much of which has been passed
down from generation to generation.
~ Many self-sustaining ecosystems on
 which locals depend will be devas-

tated Ieadlng to a rapld decrease in food suppliegesidents are unable to

access and use the river as usual, both duringaiedthe construction of
these projects, travel and transportation of gdoddrade will be almost
impossible, since no alternative means of transpast.

Burma’s Military Junta: A History of Terror

Burma (Myanmar) has been under the oppressiveofute of the worldOs
most brutal military dictatore-
ships for almost 50 years. Tg
day, democracy activists
treated as criminals while meg
women and children have thé
land stolen and are forced &
work on government projec -
forno pay. Civilianneeds suga o
as health and education are

continually neglected, as over 40% of governmeahdng goes to the mili-
tary and to fund the worldOs longest-running evait. Foreign investment
for projects such as these directly perpetuatesethgrocities by financially
supporting the regime and further entrenchingtitsnglehold on the nation.

Archaeological Damage

Arakan was an independent nation with a rich
! culture for thousands of years, and still has a
= wealth of ancient historical sitesNmany of which
are located near the Kaladan and Laymro rivers.
Up to six centuries of archaeological remnants of
. the Laymro dynastic era lie buried beneath layers
of sediment on the banks of the Laymro River.

The regime has been heavily criticised in the past
for its systematic destruction of the cultural heri
tages of non-Burman ethnic peoples. Many localgebelthat the Laymro
project is part of a similar deliberate schemertse evidence of other na-
tionalitiesO historical claims. It is more th&elly that any sites that would
obstruct development will be plundered or simplgtdeyed during the im-
plementation of these projects.

| thorities. The developments on these “#F&F

Human nghts

m Time and again, development projects in
ethnic areas throughout Burma have been th
cause of severe human rights abuses. Eve
during the preliminary stages of development
on the Kaladan and Laymro rivers, we have
: - seen many incidents of land confiscation anc
" forced labour. Most recently, the inhabitants
of six ethnic-Khami villages in Arakan were

forced to leave their homes to make room for
the hydroelectric plant at Sai Dun. If these prigeontinue we will see:

Widespread Land Confiscation

Private land such as homes and farmland
be systematically appropriated and ultimat
destroyed, without any relocation assistan
compensation from the government. In
past, over 53,000 acres of land have been
fiscated from civilians in Arakan by the mi
tary without any compensation.

Forced Labour

Men, women and children will be forced to act
as labourers or porters, carrying heavy loads
| without remuneration. Breadwinners of poor
i families will be forced to send their children to
work so that they will still have enough time to
earn their livings and provide for their families.

During the construction of the recently opened Zbaung Dam in Arak
State, 100-150 villagers a day were forced to workno pay. Despit
warnings of severe flooding by military officiale the area, no action hps
been taken to protect the lives of the 3000 famnliding nearby.

Militarisation

The Burmese regime has guaranteed its partnersiéngls of security in
the areas surrounding the development projectchvmieans they will in-
crease the military presence in the region. Thikle®ad to rises in unoffi-
cial OtaxationO and extortion at military checkppis well as cases of rape
and torture which are committed by soldiers in &ttareas of Burma with
almost total impunity.

There are currently over 30 military checkpointstiom Kaladan River, com-
pared with just 2 or 3 in 2006. Merchants travellthe river are repeatedly
stopped and forced to give up their produce, mofamd and fuel for noth-

ing in return. In many areas of Paletwa village®s made to accommodate
soldiers by providing six cages of chickens per thoplus other domestic
necessities.



